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Like many other countries, Canada has been troubled 
in recent years by populism, political polarization, 
and violent extremism, and there are signs that 
Trump-style reactionary authoritarianism might be 
spilling over the border from the US. How have these 
developments affected Canadians’ ideas about who 
they are, and what the country stands for? How 
serious is the threat to Canadian democracy? What 
would it take to (re-)establish a sense of shared 
identity and purpose?

And what is—or should be—the role of foreign policy 
in all this? During the Cold War, a fairly broad and 
stable consensus on Canada’s foreign policy priorities 
helped to reinforce a sense of collective identity and 
common purpose in an otherwise deeply divided 
country. Can foreign policy still be a kind of “glue” to 
help hold the country together? If so, how?

Allison Chandler is a PhD candidate in the Department 
of Political Science and the deputy director of the Centre 
for the Study of Security and Development. Her work 
focuses on the nexus of conflict, security and 
development, with a particular focus on rebel groups and 
effective humanitarian aid. 

Adam P. MacDonald is a PhD Candidate in the 
Department of Political Science at Dalhousie University. 
His studies various aspects of Canadian defence and 
foreign policy, including naval policy and strategy, the 
military’s role in domestic emergency response, and 
regional security relations and activities in the Arctic and 
East Asia. 

Scott Pruysers is an Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Political Science. His research explores 
questions related to party and electoral politics. His 
recent books include The Political Party in Canada (2022) 
and The Personalization of Democratic Politics (2018).

Tobias Gerhard Schminke is a PhD candidate in Political 
Science at the Dalhousie University in Halifax. His 
research interests relate to elections, voting behaviour, 
and labour in development.

The Centre for the Study of Security and Development (CSSD) is a multi-disciplinary network of scholars, working together to explore the complex intersections of
security and development. There has been a growing recognition among scholars and policy-makers that security and development are interconnected parts of a
much broader and more complex web of global phenomena, which strain the capacity of national governments to provide for the collective autonomy, safety,
prosperity, and well-being of citizens. The CSSD is dedicated to increasing our understanding of these complex challenges and inform the development of new
policies and institutions to meet them.
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